RALPH    RASHLEIGH
and fifty lashes for offences mainly Invented by the caprice
of his overseers, until he was, at the usual Sunday ceremony^
haled before the commandant3 charged by the principal
overseer of the mine with Incorrigible laxlness. By custom,
and without any opportunity of defence, he received a
hundred lashes, and was ordered to be sent on the following
day to work naked in the lime-burners* gang1 across the
river.
While Rashleigh was spending the remainder of the day
in the charge of a jailer, an incident occurred which
emphasized the sadistic brutality of the commandant who
had condemned him, and revealed the despotism which,
governed the lives of convicts at Newcastle.
The commandant was allotted six milch cows for the
supply of his household, and it was customary to give the
buttermilk to the pigs. He employed a young convict boy
whose work was to supply Government House with fuel,
and the young scamp had formed the habit of waiting about
until the skimmed milk was poured into the troughs and
joining the swine in drinking it, the milk being a luxury
1 James Mudie, of Castle Forbes, N.S/W., from 1822 to 1836, made the
following statement before the Select Committee on Transportation in 1837:
Chairman: 'What was the punishment for criminals at the penal settlement
at Newcastle?'
James Mudie: * Independent of flogging, they had a place they called the
lime-burners, about a mile from Newcastle, across the river, on the opposite
side of the river Hunter; there the men of the very worst description were sent
to burn Hme; they used to pick shells upon the beach and burn lime, and these
men it would be impossible to describe in consequence of the depravity of
their appearance; you cannot conceive anything like it; I went there merely as
a matter of curiosity to see them; but that rested entirely with the comman-
dant; if a convict overseer went to him and complained of a man, and told him
he could make nothing of him; in fact if he got up a complaint against him,
and recommended him to be sent to what is called the lime-burners, then he
was sent there as a matter of course.*
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